COUNTY OF HEREFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL Reference No: 2004.CAB.033

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF A NON-KEY DECISION

CABINET

ITEM:

PARISH PLANS PROTOCOL

Members Present:

Councillors RJ Phillips (Chairman), Mrs O Barnett, P Edwards,
Mrs J French, GV Hyde, C Mayson, R Stockton, B Wilcox, M
Wilson

Date of Decision:

17th June, 2004

Purpose: To consider and approve the Parish Plans Protocol, a document
that outlines the relationship between Herefordshire Council and
Parishes working on their Parish Plans and the procedures that
should be followed.

Decision: THAT the Parish Plans Protocol be adopted, noting the

Councils limited capacity and budget for supporting this
activity.

Reasons for the Decision:

1. The Parish Plans steering group first developed a Protocol
agreement between Herefordshire Council and local
communities in July 2003. The Protocol was not formally
adopted at this time and has now been updated to reflect
the current situation. The Protocol was developed in order
to establish a process of communication between
Herefordshire  Council and local communities.
Herefordshire Council provides a large number of services
to local communities and collecting information about
these services and liasing with service providers is a key
aspect of the Parish Planning process.

2. The Protocol aims to:

® Provide clear guidance on how to link best with
Herefordshire Council and other agencies that serve
the local community.

e Set out the arrangements through which
Herefordshire Council and other agencies will
respond to parish plan enquiries from local
community groups.

® Set out core standards intended to maximise the
impact of the Parish Plan.

3. It is intended that all parish plans will be considered, in
some form, by the 10 Ambition Groups of the
Herefordshire Partnership in order to ensure that the
information that the plans contain can be fed into the
wider strategic plans for the county e.g. the
‘Herefordshire Plan’.

4, A list of Herefordshire Council key contacts has been
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developed to enable groups working on their Parish
Plans to receive support in developing their plans. Once
a parish plan has reached its final draft, it is circulated to
the key contacts in order to ensure that Herefordshire
Council is aware of emerging issues and to advise on
links to strategic plans and Councils lead initiatives that
may be relevant to the Parish. This process is
particularly important for Parishes wishing to get their
plans adopted as supplementary Planning Guidance
(SPG).

Options Considered:

Not applicable
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